
The Schedule of Expected Pension Contributions confirms a pension plan’s funding 
requirements and reports an estimate of the member and employer contributions. It 
replaces the Cost certificate, and is required for pension plans registered in Alberta.

The Schedule of Expected Pension Contributions

You must complete and provide a Schedule of Expected 
Pension Contributions to Manulife:

¬¬ within 30 days after the date the plan is established;

¬¬ within 30 days after plan’s fiscal year end; and 

¬¬ within 30 days after the plan administrator becomes 
aware of a permanent change in the Schedule of Expected 
Pension Contributions

i
To obtain the latest Form 21, click on:  
www.finance.alberta.ca/publications/pensions/forms.html
and select Form 21.

Schedule of Expected Pension 
Contributions
(Form 21)



Revised Schedule of Expected 
Pension Contributions
If there a permanent change in the Schedule of Expected 
Pension Contributions, including a change in plan information 
or the ultimate recipient(s) for the pension plan, you are 
required to give the ultimate recipient a revised Schedule 
of Expected Pension Contributions immediately after you 
become aware of the change. A revised Schedule of Expected 
Pension Contributions may be necessary when there are 
changes to the plan or circumstances, which materially 
affect the required contribution levels as described in the 
instructions attached to the Form 21.

A revised Schedule of Expected Pension Contributions may 
also be necessary when the required contributions that are 
invested in the plan deviate from the estimated amounts in 
the Schedule of Expected Pension Contributions provided to 
the ultimate recipient. When actual required contributions 
deviate by more than 10% of the estimated amount (i.e. 
10% less than the estimated amount), this may trigger 
further investigation by the ultimate recipient unless you 
have provided a reasonable explanation for the change in 
required contributions.

For more information on Form 21 reporting, 
please visit the Alberta Superintendent of Pensions website at  
www.finance.alberta.ca/publications/pensions/legislation-private-sector-pensions.html
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